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The Big Idea
Jonah’s story teaches us about the attributes of God.
“The plans of a sovereign God are not so easily thwarted by the
stubborn will of a puny prophet. Jonah was to learn that it was not so
easy to resign the Lord’s commission.” – The New American
Commentary

Lessons To Learn About God From Jonah 1:4-17
1. God Knows Where We Are Physically and Spiritually.
•

God is omniscient; He knows all things. (Psalm 147:4-5,
Job 11:7-8, Job 37:16, I John 3:20)

“God knows everything, and this includes the knowledge of not only
of things that actually happen but also of things which might
happen. This kind of knowledge God had by nature without the
effort of learning.” – Charles Ryrie, Survey of Bible Doctrine.
•

Jesus demonstrated His omniscience by knowing all things
actual and all things possible. (John 2:24-25, Matthew 11:22)

•

God’s knowledge is comprehensive. (Proverbs 15:3, Matthew
10:29-30)

•

God has a perfect knowledge of all that transpires in human
history. (Acts 15:18)

•

God knows from eternity past to eternity future all that has and
will take place. (Isaiah 48:5-6, Isaiah 46:9-10)

Real Life Implications
Eternal Security – When God saves us from our sin, there is
nothing that could come to light after he saved us to disqualify us.
Life’s Trials and Tragedies – God knows all about our trials and
tragedies and He is at work turning them for His glory and our good.
Christian Living – God know the pitfalls that keep us from living
the victorious life and gives us grace and strength for us to grow
spiritually.

2. God Controls The Circumstances Of Our Lives To
Accomplish His Sovereign Will.
•

God is omnipotent; He is all-powerful. (Job 42:2,
Genesis 18:14)

“The omnipotence of God is that attribute by which He can
bring to pass everything which He wills. God’s power admits of
no bounds or limitations. God’s declaration of His intention is
the pledge of the thing intended being carried out. – William
Evans, Great Doctrines of The Bible
•

God is all-powerful over the world of nature. (Genesis 1:1-3,
Matthew 8:27, Nahum 1:5-6)

•

God is all-powerful over the will of man. (James 4:13-15)

•

God is all-powerful over the realm of heaven. (Daniel 4:35)

•

God is all-powerful over the enemy, the devil. (Job 1:12, Job
2:6, Luke 22:31-32)

Real Life Implications
Environmental Power - God can send the storms and stop the
storms at His command.
Spiritual Power - God has the power to save us and keep us.
(Romans 1:16, I Peter 1:5)

3. God is Sovereign Over The Sea and Sovereign To Save.
“The Sovereignty of God means God has the right and the power to
do whatever he please with anyone at any time.” – R.T. Kendall,
Understanding Theology
Psalm 115:3 (ESV) – “Our God is in the heavens; he does all
that he pleases.”
•

Just as quickly as God hurled the storm, when they hurled
Jonah, the wind and waves became calm.

•

God sovereignly used Jonah to bring these mariners to faith
in Jehovah God, and He can do the same for the Ninevites.

Real Life Implication
Will you acknowledge that God has the right to do whatever
He pleases with your life and through your life?

